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CURRENTLY STUDYING FOR A-levels at Anthony Gell School, 17-year-old Molly Bond completed a week in July as Aquabox’s fi rst work experience student.

Molly had found out about Aquabox at a Y7 assembly and, thinking about what to choose for work experience, decided it would provide a good opportunity to make a difference.
It turned out to be a varied and enjoyable week. Her work included packing boxes of humanitarian aid, helping to assemble water fi lters, and shelf stocking in the warehouse, as well as learning from depot manager David Wildgoose about the charity’s fi nancial management. “I hadn’t realised what went into the charity – it’s more like a small business,” she said. “I’ve helped to make water  fi lters, learning how much work goes into them and  packed boxes of aid and I’ve learned about the fi nancial planning involved.” She was also asked to consider and recommend ways in which Aquabox could get its message across to secondary schools. 

Molly is aiming to do a degree course with a political angle, but wants to travel as well, maybe working for Voluntary Service Overseas. After university, she would like work connected with politics – she has already done a lot of canvassing for the Labour party. 
She also works part-time at a pub in South Wingfi eld, she’s learning to drive, she spends time ‘buddy reading’ with Year 7 pupils at Anthony Gell School, and she’s also a member of the school parliament. “It’s a bit busy sometimes,” she says, modestly. 

Asked how she felt as her week came to an end, Molly said “I think young people should get more involved with the charity, because there’s a disconnect with the community. And Aquabox needs to promote the fact that it has a work experience programme – because it’s a really good experience!.’’

If you’re thinking of renting or selling your home,  please call us on 01629 823008 to arrange  your FREE valuation. You can also visit us  online at www.grantsofderbyshire.co.uk

Tuni Lowe-Davies via Google

     What a refreshing  change to deal with an estate agent that is  responsive, honest  and  extremely helpful  throughout...

We’re
 ra

ted

on G
oogle

Based on 81 Google Reviews as of November 2021

4.9/5
01629 823008

www.grantsofderbyshire.co.uk

SOLD

01629 823008 | www.grantsofderbyshire.co.uk

“It’s a really good experience!”

If you would like to advertise in Community Fayre, please contact Jane Proctor at proc@uwclub.net
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Visitors admired the skill of the gardeners to make the most of their individual plots, and enjoyed the range of plants and fl owers on display. The most frequent comments our gardeners heard was how warm and welcoming were the people of Wirksworth, and how much the visitors enjoyed exploring the ginnels and the ups and downs of the town. The motivation for the Open Gardens team to organise and the run the weekend is to encourage a wider public to share in the delights of 

Wirksworth, and help raise money to support local groups and charities. Over the past few years, the team has shared more than £35,000 with local groups, and with our international charity, Study Guatemala. Jane and I are trustees of Study Guatemala, which set up a school in the poorest part of Guatemala City, and has for the past 22 years helped pupils to gain an excellent education and improve long-term prospects for them and their families. This year’s weekend raised 

more than £5,000, which will help to support Study Guatemala and several local groups, including Wirksworth Music Centre, the Friends of Waltham House, Wirksworth Playgroup, Young Futures based at Anthony Gell School, Ashbourne and Wirksworth Parkinsons Support Group, and the Wellspring Church for its community activities. Many thanks go to the gardeners who were willing to Author visits Middleton school

MORE THAN 900 visitors to Wirksworth enjoyed the warm, 
sunny weather of the Hidden Courtyards and Gardens 
weekend on 24-25 June. They visited dozens of gardens 
the length and breadth of the town – and consumed plenty 
of cakes and refreshments as well 

open their precious plots to the public; to the visitors who bought tickets and shared their enthusiasm; and to the people of Wirksworth who tolerated any small inconveniences caused by the infl ux and who so warmly welcomed the visitors. Put the weekend of 29-30 June 2024 in your diary, and join us next year for Wirksworth’s great gardening event!
Peter Riddle  

Hidden Gardens raises £5k for charity

Visitors enjoy one of Wirksworth’s many hidden gardens.

IN MAY, Middleton Primary School hosted a special visit from Wirksworth author Daniel Henshaw, who left a lasting impression on both students and staff alike. 
Daniel, a talented author known for children’s books such as The Great Snail Robbery and The Curious Case of the Missing Orangutan, showcased his passion for storytelling by conducting a captivating whole-school assembly, followed by writing workshops. His ability to engage children in the art of writing and nurture their creativity was evident throughout the day. “Daniel delivered a brilliant assembly which had all the children engaged and 

enthused to write their own mystery story,” said Year 5/6 teacher Michael Allen. “All the children thoroughly enjoyed the tailored writing sessions, and produced excellent work as a result.” Daniel is a qualifi ed primary school teacher, though now he writes full-time. In 2016, one of his stories was shortlisted in the Best Novel for Children category at the Wells Festival of Literature, and his short story Grandad’s Ghost was featured on BBC Radio in 2020. To fi nd out more about Daniel’s books fi nd him on social media @AuthorHenshaw or to book a school visit email mrdhenshaw@gmail.com. 
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Advertising in 
the new-look 
Community Fayre 

Raise your  
profile, and  
boost your 
business!

•	 Advertising in Community Fayre is a long-lasting, cost-effective way to get your business message 
across to a local audience of thousands of potential customers., 

•	 Community Fayre, Wirksworth’s free (and much loved) community newspaper, has been published 
continuously since 1983, and it is believed to be the oldest-established  
community newspaper in Britain. And now it’s in a new, easy-to-read A4 magazine format!

•	 Community Fayre provides regular, comprehensive coverage of news, events  
and developments in Wirksworth and the surrounding area.

•	 Community Fayre is an entirely voluntary enterprise, written and edited by  
volunteers, and distributed by volunteers. The advertising revenue pays for  
the print and paper costs, and all surplus revenue goes back into the  
Community Fayre funds. Nobody gets paid, and nobody makes a profit.

•	 Community Fayre maintains close contact with local schools, social clubs, churches,  
charities, businesses, sports clubs, arts and craft groups, history groups and much more. If it’s 
something that’s happening in Wirksworth and the villages, then Community Fayre is interested!

•	 Circulation of Community Fayre is 3,000 copies per issue, distributed through local shops, pubs, 
cafes, schools, social centres, churches – and in some areas, door to door as well. And now, 
Community Fayre is online as well!

•	 Your advertisement in Community Fayre will be seen by thousands of potential customers – in print 
and online – and it costs very little!

Now in print and online as 
well!



Community Fayre puts your message in front of thousands 
of potential customers in and around Wirksworth  
– in print and online – for as little as £22.50 per issue

•	 Community Fayre is free to its readers. It relies on advertising revenue to pay its printing costs, and it gives 
advertisers a cost-effective way of communicating with potential customers – not only the 5,000-plus 
people who live in Wirksworth and the surrounding area, but also the thousands of visitors to the town.

•	 Your advertisement in Community Fayre can be a half page, a quarter page, an eighth page or a 16th 
page. A half page or quarter page advertisement can be either horizontal or vertical format. That’s a total 
of six different formats, and four different prices, to make it easy for you to choose the right size ad for 
your message, and to tailor your advertising spend to your budget.

•	 And when you book a series of four ads in consecutive issues, we’ll give you a 10% discount – so your 
cost per advertisement could be as low as £22.50!

Advertising in Community Fayre

•	 All advertisements in Community Fayre appear alongside editorial material – they aren’t buried among other 
ads. So our readers see your ads while they are reading the articles!

•	 Provide your own artwork, or you can send us some copy and images, and we’ll do the design for you 
– there may be a charge for this depending on the amount of work involved, but we’ll confirm this to you  
in advance. There’s no extra charge for full colour, and there are no other costs.

To book an ad, or just to find out more, contact Pete Chivers  
on 01629 823656, or at meersbrookwinze@btinternet.com.

Read and trusted for more than  35 years!

1/2 page vertical
93mm width x 273mm height

1/4 page vertical
93mm width x 135mm height

1/8 page  
horizontal

93mm width x 66mm height

1/16 page 
vertical
44mm width  

x
66mm height

a size to 
suit all 
budgets

1/2 page horizontal
190mm width x 135mm height

 
1/4 page horizontal

190mm width x 66mm deep

plenty of different shapes  
and sizes to choose from



“It’s splendid, 
informative, 

communicative 
and entertaining”

“Lovely 
community 

spirit!”

“Informative, supportive, interesting”
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Wirksworth”

“Local, accessible, 
useful, interesting”
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“It’s a great paper – we love it!”

“A 
marvellous, 

integral 
part of 

Wirksworth”
“An asset to the 

community”

EXTRA EXTRA
‘Read all about it’

What the readers say about 
Community Fayre:

Choose the ad size and 
rate that’s right for you!

creating your advert

We appreciate that a lot of advertisers will 
want to create their own artwork, so it is 
important to keep in mind that files need to  
be high resolution, ie 300dpi (dots per inch). 

What looks good on your computer screen 
may not work in print (screen resolution is  
only 72dpi, so any images sourced from the 
internet will mostly likely be one quarter of the 
quality we need for printing – the result of that 
is your low resolution image will be fuzzy). 

Also keep in mind that if you have booked  
a small advert (size 1/16 page vertical in 
particular), try to keep your text to a minimum 
and avoid thin fonts, shadow effects and 
underlining.

Advert size Width Height One issue Four issues

1/2 page horizontal 190mm 135mm £170.00  £153.00

1/2 page vertical 93mm 273mm £170.00 £153.00

1/4 page horizontal 190mm 66mm £90.00 £81.00

1/4 page vertical 93mm 135mm £90.00 £81.00

1/8 page horizontal 93mm 66mm £47.50 £42.75

1/16 page vertical 44mm 66mm  £25.00  £22.50

Book four issues and save 10% on every ad!

File formats
We accept high resolution jpgs, tifs,  
pdfs and eps files. We can’t accept 
Publisher documents or other  
Microsoft programmes.
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Guitar TuitionElectric/AcousticAll ages and abilities welcomeAl Marshall GGSM Hons07973 624853
www.alastairmarshall.co.uk

Check out the website 
and telephone to book 

your online consultation 
lesson free of charge

FOSMAN OPTICIANSTRADITIONAL FAMILY EYECARE

Fosman Opticians
7 St John Street, Wirksworth

Tel: 01629 825125

• Your local optician 
for all your eyecare 
requirements• Home visits available

• Full NHS service where 
applicable

Chiropody, Physiotherapy 
and Acupuncture 

services available



We’re celebrating!  
In 2023 Wirksworth Music Centre is 30,  

and Wirksworth Community Orchestra is 40 
 

We’re getting together for a day of music, and we’d 

love to welcome old friends!  

If you have ever played music with Wirksworth Music 

Centre or Wirksworth Community Orchestra,  

please come and join us for a day of  

music, celebration and fun
Saturday 15th July 2023 

at Anthony Gell School, Wirksworth 
 

Go to the Events page at www.wirksworth-orchestra.org 

or email anniv2023@gmail.com for more details 

Supported by:

Cromford Studio and Gallery Bolehill volunteers clear up
BOLEHILL AND Steeple 

Grange Improvement Group 

volunteers spent an April 

morning litter picking 

around the village. 
It’s a strangely satisfying 

thing to do, they reported, 

particularly when you have the 

right tools to fi sh out those 

empty cans and scraps of 

plastic which fi nd their way 

under prickly hedges. They 

were also encouraged in their 

efforts as they peered and 

rummaged, by thanks from 

both residents and visitors. And 

there were some interesting 

fi nds: did no-one notice that 

their hub cap had disappeared, 

or miss that single shoe, or the 

full bottle of milk? And what 

were those smooth glass 

spheres nestling in quantity 

under a bush? Bolehill and 

Steeple Grange are tidy places 

on the whole, but there are 

pockets which seem to attract 

rubbish. They are cleaner and 

pleasanter now, at least for a 

while.
The clean-up came just in 

time for the Decorate your 

House and Garden competition 

which marked the coronation 

weekend.  The group is also 

planning to install a com-

memorative bench near the 

Bolehill Institute, at the head of 

the footpath up from Wirksworth 

– a welcome breathing space 

for walkers heading towards 

Barrel Edge.

HELEN ABSALOM and her partner Stuart have recently 

taken over Cromford Studio and Gallery from Martin 

Sloman, who has retired. 
They are both artists, and running a gallery has been something 

they have wanted to do. They celebrated the opening with a spring 

exhibition that started on 24 March, and with an open day and 

evening.
Helen says: “We are still fi nding our feet, getting organised and 

adding our own touch to the gallery with some new artists and 

makers as well as the excellent mix already exhibiting here. 

Everyone is local to either Derbyshire or Nottingham, there is an 

absolute wealth of talent in this area. To add to that, everyone is so 

friendly and welcoming.”
“I’m originally from Long Eaton so I have returned to my roots. 

As a child I spent many weekends caravanning with my family at 

Cromford Meadows – so can’t quite believe I’m here at the gallery. 

I’ve always had a soft spot for Cromford and I feel very lucky to be 

back here.”Helen paints in acrylics and oils, and occasionally does silk 

paintings too. Her subjects are inspired by nature – fl owers, 

animals, birds and lots of bees. She also teaches classes and is 

running some from the gallery. Her website, if you’d like to fi nd out 

more, is www.helenabsalomart.co.uk.

Stuart is from South Wales, where the pair lived for many years. 

They moved to the Cotswolds a couple of years ago when Stuart 

got a job working for Sky Sports as a signwriter – painting logos 

onto canvases for professional boxing matches. His background 

is as a graphic designer and he is an accomplished portrait artist.
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As the name suggests, the gauges to be shown are much larger than the normal OO, TT and N smaller gauges, and start from O gauge upwards. There will be examples of O gauge, 16mm, G gauge and gauge 1 layouts, with the largest being a 30ft gauge 1 layout. Nine traders will be supporting the exhibition, with new and 

second-hand model items and books. A list of traders attending will be provided at www.e-v-r-a.com. 
Two manufacturers of large scale models, track and other products, Peco and LGB, are sponsoring the show and the organisers are grateful for their support of this new event.Another fi rst is that a vintage 

First East Midlands large-scale model railway showFOLLOWING THE successful annual model railway exhibition held in October last year, a Large Scale Model Railway Show 

will take place in Wirksworth over the weekend of 8 and 9 July. It will be in two venues, the Maltings and the Memorial Hall. 
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Budget Tyres
Water Lane – Wirksworth

01629 822762Monday to Friday: 8.30am - 5pm 

MOT TESTS, TYRES, SERVICING, BRAKES, TRACKING AND ALL MAJOR REPAIRS
Now doing vehicle recovery, anytime, anywhere

 

Marsden’s of 
Wirksworth
The old Ironmongers shop in Wirksworth 

A fabulous emporium of exciting gifts for all !
 

Traditional and inspirational toys, beautiful bags and jewellery, 
fabulous baby gifts, man gifts, something for everyone.

A small family business with a very warm welcome.Open 9.30 until 5.30 – Monday to Saturday. Phone: 01629 820011 • Email: info@tdp.co.ukTDP Limited, Derby Road, Wirksworth, Derbyshire DE4 4BG

Visit tdp.co.uk for more

WE CARE BECAUSE YOU CARE

OUTDOOR FURNITUREMADE FROM 100% RECYCLED UK PLASTIC

Maintenance
Free

Made from 100%  recycled plastic
Splinter-free 

and never rot
Made in  

Derbyshire

Built to last
a lifetime 

Using recycled plastic for our nature and garden products  
has great advantages over traditional materials such as wood. Our recycled plastic requires no surface treatments and will not rot, 
making it maintenance free and ideal for gardens, woodlands, nature 

reserves, schools and residential homes, or anywhere that could 
provide a nesting opportunity for birds.

Spring is in the air, the bulbs are emerging from the ground 
and our feathered friends are looking for somewhere to nest!

shuttle bus will run from Wirksworth Station, where there will be free parking, to the Memorial Hall. On Saturday, there will be an additional early train on the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway from Wirksworth to Duffi eld, with a return for anyone travelling to Duffi eld on Network Rail. Details of this are given on www.e-v-r.com.

It is hoped that the miniature 7.25in railway and the 2ft narrow gauge lines will be running at Wirksworth station during the weekend. Any profi t from the event will go to the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway Association, EVRA, the charitable arm of the railway, for their projects on the Ecclesbourne Valley Railway. Community Interest Company training offered
DIRECTORS OF Community Interest Companies are welcome to attend a training session at the Wellspring Church on Tuesday 27 June. The event starts at 10am, and will be run by Neil Moulden, CEO of Derbyshire Dales Council for Voluntary Service (DDCVS), which helps voluntary organisations with 

funding applications, policy-making, and generally providing information and guidance to the voluntary sector in the Dales. The June session will focus on pricing the services and activities that Community Interest Companies offer, and how to balance applying for grants with generating an income. 

Anyone involved with running a CIC in Derbyshire Dales, or thinking about setting one up, is advised to act now, as DDCVS is fortunate to have funding to cover the cost of these sessions currently, but can’t guarantee they will be subsidised next year. For more information email enquiries@ddcvs.org.uk or call 01629 812154.
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Community Fayre is in regular contact with dozens 
of organisations and hundreds of people in and 
around Wirksworth: 

•	 Schools
•	 Churches
•	 Voluntary groups
•	 Charities
•	 Arts and crafts groups
•	 History groups
•	 Music and drama groups
•	 Children and toddler groups
•	 Special interest groups
•	 Educational groups
•	 Social groups
•	 Sports clubs

To book an ad, or just to find out 
more, contact Advertisement Manager  

Jane Proctor on 07905 783478,  
or at proc@uwclub.net.

Editorial coverage 

And our message is a simple one: we want to hear  
your news! We’re interested in all and any new 
developments, special events, successful initiatives – 
anything that you have been doing or that you’re 
planning to do that would be of interest to Community 
Fayre’s readers, and to people living and working in and 
around Wirksworth. 

Reply by email to cfwirksworth@gmail.com.  
If you’re sending copy, our preferred format is a simple 
Word document. Pictures should ideally be jpgs, sent 
as attachments rather than embedded in other 
documents.

Reply by post to Community Fayre, 7 Coldwell Street, 
Wirksworth DE4 4FB. Typed or handwritten copy is 
fine – if you’re sending material that you want back, 
please make that clear. 

If you don’t want to write something yourself, but would 
like someone from Community Fayre to contact you for 
an interview, please let us know. 

Print run: 3,000  
copies!


